
P E T R I NA  H I C K S

F LY  T H R O U G H  T H E 

C A N D L E ’ S  M O U T H  L I K E 

A  S I N G E L E S S  M OT H

J U LY  1 5  -  AU G U ST  7 ,  2 0 2 1



I n  t h e  m a r ke t p l ac e  t h ey  a re  p i l i n g  t h e  d r y  s t i c k s .

A  t h i c ke t  o f  s h a d ow s  i s  a  p o o r  c o a t .  I  i n h a b i t

T h e  w a x  i m ag e  o f  m y s e l f ,  a  d o l l’s  b o d y.

S i c k n e s s  b e g i n s  h e re :  I  a m  t h e  d a r t b o a rd  f o r  w i t c h e s .

O n ly  t h e  d ev i l  c a n  e a t  t h e  d e v i l  o u t .

I n  t h e  m o n t h  o f  re d  l e a ve s  I  c l i m b  t o  a  b e d  o f  f i re.

I t  i s  e a s y  t o  b l a m e  t h e  d a r k :  t h e  m o u t h  o f  a  d o o r,

T h e  c e l l a r ’s  b e l ly.  T h ey ’ve  b l own  my  s p a r k l e r  o u t .

A  b l ac k - s h a rd e d  l ad y  ke e p s  m e  i n  p a r ro t  c ag e.

W h a t  l a rg e  eye s  t h e  d e ad  h a ve !

I  a m  i n t i m a t e  w i t h  a  h a i r y  s p i r i t .

S m oke  w h e e l s  f ro m  t h e  b e a k  o f  t h i s  e m p t y  j a r.

I f  I  a m  a  l i t t l e  o n e,  I  c a n  d o  n o  h a r m .

I f  I  d o n’t  m ove  a b o u t ,  I ’ l l  k n o c k  n o t h i n g  ove r.  S o  I  s a i d ,

S i t t i n g  u n d e r  a  p o t l i d ,  t i ny  a n d  i n e r t  a s  a  r i c e  g ra i n .

T h ey  a re  t u r n i n g  t h e  b u r n e r s  u p,  r i n g  a f t e r  r i n g .

We  a re  f u l l  o f  s t a rc h ,  my  s m a l l  w h i t e  f e l l ow s .  We  g row.

I t  h u r t s  a t  f i r s t .  T h e  re d  t o n g u e s  w i l l  t e ac h  t h e  t r u t h .

M o t h e r  o f  b e e t l e s ,  o n ly  u n c l e n c h  yo u r  h a n d :

I ’ l l  f l y  t h ro u g h  t h e  c a n d l e’s  m o u t h  l i ke  a  s i n g e l e s s  m o t h .

G i ve  m e  b ac k  my  s h a p e.  I  a m  re ad y  t o  c o n s t r u e  t h e  d a y s

I  c o u p l e d  w i t h  d u s t  i n  t h e  s h ad ow  o f  a  s t o n e.

M y  a n k l e s  b r i g h t e n .  B r i g h t n e s s  a s c e n d s  my  t h i g h s .

I  a m  l o s t ,  I  a m  l o s t ,  i n  t h e  rob e s  o f  a l l  t h i s  l i g h t .



Petr ina  H icks
Bonf ir e ,  2021

p igment  pr int

100 x  100 cm 
ed it ion  of  8  +  2  AP 

$6,000 unframed

120 x  120 cm 
ed it ion  of  8  +  2  AP 

$8 ,000 unframed





Petr ina  H icks
Dr agonf l ies ,  2021

p igment  pr int

100 x  1 13  cm 
ed it ion  of  8  +  2  AP 

$7,000 unframed





Petr ina  H icks
The Whist leb low er ,  2021

p igment  pr int

113  x  100 cm 
ed it ion  of  8  +  2  AP 

$7,000 unframed



Petr ina  H icks
The Whist leb low er  I I ,  2021

p igment  pr int

113  x  100 cm 
ed it ion  of  8  +  2  AP 

$7,000 unframed



Petr ina  H icks
Head of  a  young g ir l ,  2021

p igment  pr int

100 x  1 13  cm 
ed it ion  of  8  +  2  AP 

$7,000 unframed



Petr ina  H icks
Mother  of  Wolves ,  2021

p igment  pr int

113  x  100 cm 
ed it ion  of  8  +  2  AP 

$7,000 unframed



Petr ina  H icks
Red Head ,  2021

p igment  pr int

113  x  100 cm 
ed it ion  of  8  +  2  AP 

$7,000 unframed





Petr ina  H icks
Joan of  Ar c ,  2021

p igment  pr int

113  x  100 cm 
ed it ion  of  8  +  2  AP 

$7,000 unframed



Petr ina  H icks
Purp le  Dust ,  2021

p igment  pr int

113  x  100 cm 
ed it ion  of  8  +  2  AP 

$7,000 unframed



Petr ina  H icks
Bonf ir e  I I ,  2021

p igment  pr int

113  x  100 cm 
ed it ion  of  8  +  2  AP 

$7,000 unframed





P E T R I NA  H I C K S

F LY  T H R O U G H  T H E 
C A N D L E ’ S  M O U T H  L I K E 

A  S I N G E L E S S  M OT H

+61  2  8353 3500
+ 61  0413  611  745

dan ie lsoma@michae lre id .com.au
michae lre id .com.au

Po e m :  Wi t c h  B u r n i n g  by  Sy lv i a  Pl a t h


